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In 2003, inspired by the spirit and compassion of Roger Neilson, the much-respected member 
of the Ottawa Senators Hockey Club coaching staff, the Club and its Foundation approached 
the Children½s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO) with an exciting vision to improve the 
quality of life for children and families going through the most difficult times imaginable.  
 
The Ottawa Senators Foundation set out to engage the community and raise the money 
necessary to bring this vision to life; they accomplished a $5 million fundraising feat in less 
than two years after the passing of Roger Neilson.  
 
The two organizations entered into a unique partnership in which the hospital½s palliative 
care team designed and developed new programs and a beautiful new facility was built to 
welcome children and families. Thus Roger Neilson House was born ̧an eight-bed pediatric 
residential hospice which offers compassionate care in collaboration with CHEO½s palliative 
care team.  


